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Cyprus Conflict 1974 
 

See the complete article on page 9 
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From the President            
 
 

Dear Veterans, Members and Friends of the RSL Hellenic Sub-Branch 
 

As we approach the end of 2019, I reflect upon a very busy and successful year for the sub branch. On behalf of our 

Committee, I would like to thank all our members for your support. A special thank you to the ladies auxiliary 

group. We will always will remember veterans and members that are no longer with us. A warm welcome to our 

latest new members, Jim Doukelis, Dimitrios Tsakonas, Alex Ninis. Our last function for the year is the Christmas 

function on the 14th December. A few surprises are being planned, entertainer Spiros Vitzenzatos has been booked. 

We look forward to seeing you there. I wish you all a Merry Christmas, good health and a very happy New Year.  
 

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Returned Soldier ñApostratosò Newsletter                             
 

                                                                                                                        Steve Kyritsis OAM, President 

 
AHMF School Competition ï Story by 13 year old Elena Stefanou 
 

 
 

Elena Stefanou receives her award by Mr Sam Vlahos from the Society of Kalamata ñ23 Marchò. 

 

Below is an edited version of a Hellenic Memorial school competition entry by 13 year old student Elena Stefanou 

who won second prize in her age category. 
 

World War 1 and World War 2 were the most devastating conflicts to ever affect mankind. The death and 

devastation were beyond imagination. Soldiers, families and entire groups of people were lost. However, these wars 

produced an amazing generation of brave men and women who sacrificed themselves to fight against tyranny and 

fight for freedom.  
 

Two of these brave men were my great uncles that fought during World 2 in Greece. One was an airplane pilot and 

the other fought as part of the resistance movement against the occupying German Army in Samos Greece. My great 

uncle John Stefanou on my father's side was the oldest child of five. Even though he came from a poor family, he 

wanted to help the war cause and signed up to be a pilot with the British Royal Air Force (RAF). In 1942, He was 
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stationed in the middle east in 1942 where he flew Vickers Wellington bomber aeroplanes. He was a great pilot and 

flew many missions during the war. The aircraft repelled a number of attacking enemy planes and even shot some 

down. It was very dangerous and his family worried that he would not survive. Uncle John survived the war, but 

died in an unfortunate accident during a 1946 air show when his plane experienced engine failure, crashed and 

killing the whole crew. His family was devastated and they never recovered from the loss. My grand parents named 

my father John in memory of Uncle John. 
 

My great uncle Kosta Saklas on my paternal grandmotherôs side, was quite a character. During the war, he gathered 

enemy information and would pass it onto the hidden Greek resistance forces. It was very dangerous as he could 

have been shot by the Germans for doing this. Uncle Kosta was captured, held as a prisoner of war, escaped twice 

and was recaptured twice. The Germans warned him that if he attempted to escape again, he would suffer a painful 

torture. My uncle was determined to escape again and he did. When he was recaptured by the Germans, they 

tortured him by ripping out some of his toenails and fingernails. His wounds became infected, so they placed him é 

 
 

é in a hospital for treatment. 

Uncle Kosta fell in love with 

the Greek nurse who cared for 

him. They devised a plan and 

she snuck him out of the 

hospital to safety. He repaid 

her kindness by marrying her 

and having a family later in 

life.  
 

After the war, my great uncle 

Kosta decided to dedicate his 

life to making people happy 

with his music and singing. He 

became quite well known and 

went by the stage name ñO 

Samiotakisò (Editorôs note, this 

was the same stage name used 

by another Samian at the time - 

Kostas Rakounas).  

 

 
 

Yiannis Stefanou 
 

 

 
 

Kostas Saklas (O Samiotakis) 

 

Future generations have men like my uncles to thank for basic freedoms that we all take for granted. For without 

these sacrifices the world would be a different place. 

 
Date Milestones and Past Events 

8th September 2019 Fatherôs Day at the Hellenic Sub Branch 

28th October 2019 OHI Day at the Australian Hellenic Memorial & Shrine of Remembrance 

 

Date Future Events  
11th November 2019 Remembrance Day 

7:00pm Saturday 

14th December 2019 

Christmas function at the Hellenic Sub Branch with Omega band and 3XY radio 

personality Spiro Vitzentzatos 
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OHI Day - Melbourne 28th October 2019 
 

The Hellenic Sub Branch hosted two wreath laying ceremonies at the Australian Hellenic Memorial and within the 

Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance. The day concluded with a light complimentary lunch back at our club rooms. 
 

 
 

Greek Consul General Dimitrios Mihalopoulos addresses the audience. Father Sinesios Frangos then gave a prayer for 

the fallen. Major Terry Kanellos (Retd) hosted the event. 
 

 

 
 

Steve Dimopoulos MP 
 

 

 
 

Dick Gross, Mayor 

City of Port Phillip 
 

 

 
 

Leonidas Vlahakis 

 Greek Orthodox Community 

Melbourne & Vic toria 
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Andrew Ballis, President 

Panmakedoniki Enosis  
 

 

 
 

Olga Vlahou President 

Lefkadian Cultural Association 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Derek Trewarne 2/2 

Australian Field Regiment Assoc 
 

 

 
 

Left to Right (Front Row) ï Lieutenant Colonel Retd Athanasios Masouras, George Triantafylou (Vietnam 1967), 

Theo Poutoukakis (Vietnam (1971), Jim Saratsiotis (Korea 1954), John Cullen OAM, RSL Victorian Branch 

(Vietnam 1969), Steve Kyritsis OAM (Vietnam 1968), Captain Luke Haitas Retd (Afghanistan 2010).  

Left to Right (Back Row) ï Warrant Officer Ken Tsirigotis (Afghanistan 2012), Mike Vallis,  

Dennis Patisteas OAM, Colonel Jenny Cotton CSC, Deputy Commissioner Department of Veteran Affairs,  

Derek Trewarne, Kon Katsambanis, Major Terry Kanellos Retd, Major Peter Mercoulias Retd. 
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